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Division 36:  Zoological Parks Authority, $9 705 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Dr J.M. Edwards, Minister for the Environment.   

Ms S. Hunt, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr G. Adams, Director, Corporate Development. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I refer to the second and sixth dot points on page 576 on the Asian elephant enclosure.  Can 
the minister elaborate on the work that has been done to date and what is planned for the four elephants?  The 
three Malaysian elephants are Putra Mas, Permai and Teduh.  I believe the fourth elephant, Tricia, came via 
Singapore in 1960; however, we do not know where she came from before that.  She could be a Malay elephant, 
but she may have been a 10-pound tourist that arrived in baggage.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  She came in with a truckload of bananas.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The elephants are a very important part of Perth Zoo.  I understand that Tricia is nearly 
the same age as I.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Only young, minister. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Very young, yes.   

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  The minister has much softer skin. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  How does the member know?   

The CHAIRMAN:  I am glad that that was the only comparison that the member made.   

[12.50 pm] 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The exhibits for the elephants were identified in the zoo master plan as a real priority.  I 
am pleased that stage 1 has been completed.  Stage 1 involved an upgrade of the facilities, particularly the barn 
facilities for the females.  There is one male and the remainder of the elephants are female.  Stage 1 has also 
involved expanding the area in which the elephants live and the construction of a fantastic pool.  If people can 
get to the zoo when this exhibit opens, they should see it, because the pool will enable the elephants to totally 
submerge, which I am sure will be very good for their skin.  They also have a scratching pole, so they can 
scratch to their heart’s content.  Stage 1 is focused more on the female elephants, but it has raised the amenity of 
the whole area.  I went to see the new viewing platform just before it was finished.  It will bring visitors much 
closer to the elephants.  Stage 2 will start in the new financial year and is more focused on the male elephant.  He 
will have a properly constructed barn, and that stage will include work on the shared areas and further viewing 
areas.  It might be appropriate to advise that recently the Perth Zoo observed the first known mating of Asian 
elephants in a zoo.  I am revealing this information for scientific purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Naturally, minister. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  We are waiting to see the fruits of that union.  We hope it has been successful.  It is a 
measure by which we can take some confidence that the elephants are reasonably content, because it is the first 
time that mating has been observed in a zoo.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  We are expanding Parliament by appointing additional parliamentarians within the same 
footprint; how many elephants can fit into this new enhanced area? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  We would always prefer that any increase in population numbers comes about through 
breeding.  That sounds a bit like eugenics or something, but we hope that this mating is successful and that we 
get offspring from that rather than have to import elephants.  As the member would be aware, the movement of 
elephants is quite contentious, which is why we are very pleased with the behaviour we have observed in our zoo 
and why we wanted to upgrade the facilities.  That is why more money has been included in this budget for 
facility upgrades in stage 2. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Therefore, the Treasurer will not be able to flog off any - 

The CHAIRMAN:  Is this an additional question? 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  It was. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  No, they are not for sale. 

The CHAIRMAN:  And I suppose they will have mobile phones to make trunk calls - I had to get that one in. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 8 June 2005] 

 p271a-272a 
Mr John Hyde; Mr Brendon Grylls; Dr Judy Edwards; Chairman; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr John McGrath; Mrs 

Judy Hughes 

 [2] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I congratulate the Perth Zoo, which of course is in my electorate, for being one of the 
foremost zoos in Australia.  When I was in Sydney last year one of the people at the zoo I visited said that the 
Perth Zoo rated right up there with the best zoos in Australia.  I am very proud of that.  I refer the minister to 
service 1, visitor services, on page 573, which states that Perth Zoo aims to maximise visitation by providing a 
quality and unique value-for-money attraction that provides recreation, education and commercial facilities set in 
ecologically themed botanic gardens.  I think that is working very well.  Can the minister provide the latest 
figures on visitors to the zoo and how attendance will be affected when the railway station is finally built at 
Richardson Park in South Perth?  What sort of impact will that have on the zoo itself? 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I was predicting that question.  We are targeting a visitor rate of 560 000.  It is always 
difficult to keep those admission numbers up, because there is so much competition.  For example, the zoo 
instituted twilight concerts, but on four of the five nights this year it rained and that clearly impacted upon 
attendances.  The zoo is always looking at its marketing, it is always looking at what sort of baby animals have 
been born, which bring people through the gates, and it is always looking at how it can reposition itself to attract 
different segments of the market.  The most recent discussion I had with people from the zoo was about how to 
continue liaison with the tourism industry and make sure we tap into all of those markets.  The train station has 
my support.  It will be invaluable for the residents of South Perth but more particularly for patronage of the zoo. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Can the minister give us a time for the construction of the station?  I know it is not her 
portfolio. 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  No, I do not have that information.  The member will need to ask the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure. 
Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to the capital works program on page 576.  It is always good news when a new 
enclosure is planned.  How are we progressing with the sponsorships, donations and fundraising activities for the 
new sun bear exhibit?  Are we looking at it being constructed some time this year? 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Basically, the sun bear project is one that we really need to embark upon.  We have 
raised $150 000 for that project this financial year.  We also have a projection of what we wish to raise next 
financial year.  To date, we have sponsorship of approximately $250 000.  We are very pleased to be part of a 
much broader initiative for protecting these types of bears.  I will ask the chief executive officer to add a few 
comments. 
Ms S. Hunt:  The projected finish date for the sun bear enclosure is expected to be mid next year.  It is 
dependent on our fundraising capacity.  It is a community fundraising project in which all the money raised goes 
towards the sun bear conservation and the construction of the enclosure.  It deals with not only the enclosure 
itself, but also the breeding program, and we have a memorandum of understanding with the Cambodian 
government and the Free the Bears Fund to bring the bears to the Perth Zoo.  The importation of such an 
endangered species involves quite a complex array of agreements.  We are targeting a finish date of mid next 
year, depending on the funds. 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  I refer the minister to the fourth dot point of major initiatives for 2005-06 on page 576 
dealing with breeding programs for endangered species such as Sumatran tigers, orang-outangs and silvery 
gibbons.  Can the minister provide me with an update on the breeding programs for the native species? 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Yes.  I am delighted that the western swamp tortoise program, for example, has exceeded 
itself this year.  Not as many females as anticipated were released to the wild and they took the opportunity to 
breed while they were in the zoo.  That was a very successful program.  Somewhere in the documents it states 
that we have released 100 animals to the wild, which has included the western swamp tortoise, dibblers and 
numbats.  There has been successful breeding of native species at the zoo.  We have attracted some corporate 
funding from the Tiwest Joint Venture for the night stalk program, which involves over 1 000 people at 240 sites 
around Australia looking at native animals.  There is a really strong effort for an Australian conservation 
message to come out of what we are doing at the Perth Zoo.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
Meeting suspended from 12.58 to 2.00 pm 

 


